HOLY WEEK MORNING REFLECTIONS

THURSDAY 9™ APRIL 2020

1. Prayer

Gracious Lord and loving Father, You who look down from heaven
and see all mankind and watch all who live on earth. You who
form the heart of all and consider everything we do. On this
Maundy Thursday, we are reminded of the Body that was broken
to make us whole and of the Blood that was shed to purify our
soul. Dear Lord, as we draw near to You, we ask that You will
draw close to us, to minister to us according to our needs. Holy
Spirit, reveal to us wonderful things in Your law and we ask this in
Jesus Name. Amen.

2. Opening Hymn: The Servant King

From heaven you came, helpless babe,
Entered our world, your glory veiled;
Not to be served but to serve,

And give your life that we might live.
This is our God, the Servant King,

He calls us now to follow him,

To bring our lives as a daily offering

Of worship to the Servant King.

There in the garden of tears,

My heavy load he chose to bear;
His heart with sorrow was torn,

'Yet not my will but yours,' he said.
This is our God, the Servant King,
He calls us now to follow him,

To bring our lives as a daily offering
Of worship to the Servant King.



Come, see his hands and his feet,
The scars that speak of sacrifice,
Hands that flung stars into space
To cruel nails surrendered.

This is our God, the Servant King,
He calls us now to follow him,

To bring our lives as a daily offering
Of worship to the Servant King.

So let us learn how to serve,

And in our lives enthrone him;

Each other's needs to prefer,

For it is Christ we're serving.

This is our God, the Servant King,
He calls us now to follow him,

To bring our lives as a daily offering
Of worship to the Servant King

3. Scripture Reading

"No," said Peter, "you shall never wash my feet." Jesus answered,
"Unless | wash you, you have no part with me." John 13:8

4. Message: Cleansed by the Greatest Humility

5. Meditation on John 13:1-17

It was just before the Passover Feast. Jesus knew that the time had
come for him to leave this world and go to the Father. Having loved his
own who were in the world, he now showed them the full extent of his
love.  The evening meal was being served, and the devil had already
prompted Judas Iscariot, son of Simon, to betray Jesus. * Jesus knew
that the Father had put all things under his power, and that he had
come from God and was returning to God; * so he got up from the meal,
took off his outer clothing, and wrapped a towel around his waist. ° After
that, he poured water into a basin and began to wash his disciples' feet,
drying them with the towel that was wrapped around him. ® He came to


https://biblia.com/bible/rsvce/John%2013.8

Simon Peter, who said to him, "Lord, are you going to wash my

feet?" ’ Jesus replied, "You do not realize now what | am doing, but
later you will understand." ® "No," said Peter, "you shall never wash my
feet." Jesus answered, "Unless | wash you, you have no part with

me." ° "Then, Lord," Simon Peter replied, "not just my feet but my hands
and my head as well!" ° Jesus answered, "A person who has had a
bath needs only to wash his feet; his whole body is clean. And you are
clean, though not every one of you." ** For he knew who was going to
betray him, and that was why he said not everyone was clean. ** When
he had finished washing their feet, he put on his clothes and returned to
his place. "Do you understand what | have done for you?" he asked
them. * "You call me 'Teacher' and 'Lord," and rightly so, for that is what
| am. ** Now that |, your Lord and Teacher, have washed your feet, you
also should wash one another's feet. ** | have set you an example that
you should do as | have done for you. *° | tell you the truth, no servant is
greater than his master, nor is a messenger greater than the one who
sent him. * Now that you know these things, you will be blessed if you
do them.

6. Prayer

My merciful Lord, Your humility is awe-inspiring and
overwhelming. Please wash me clean with the blood and water
flowing forth from Your pierced heart. Help me to receive this
gift in the way it was given: with humility. I thank You, I say
“Yes” to Your gift, I receive You and I invite You to cleanse me. 1
am a sinner, dear Lord. I need Your cleansing action in my life.
Jesus, I trust in You. Amen

7. Sharing Points [Find a partner to share.]

How has God spoken to you through the Scriptures given? How
would you want to respond?



8. Closing Hymn: O Master, Let Me Walk With Thee

O Master, let me walk with Thee,
In lowly paths of service free;

Tell me Thy secret; help me bear
The strain of tolil, the fret of care.

Help me the slow of heart to move

By some clear, winning word of love;
Teach me the wayward feet to stay,
And guide them in the homeward way.

Teach me Thy patience; still with Thee

In closer, dearer, company,

In work that keeps faith sweet and strong,
In trust that triumphs over wrong.

In hope that sends a shining ray

Far down the future’s broad’ning way,
In peace that only Thou canst give,
With Thee, O Master, let me live.

9. Closing Prayer:

Thank You Lord, for this beautiful morning, for the Joy in Your
presence and for the eternal pleasure at Your right hand. As we
dwell in Your presence, You have given us rest in the shadow of
Your wings. We have feasted in the abundance of Your house, You
have also given us drink from your river of delights. May we all go
now, with Your peace going before us, in Jesus Name. Amen



